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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a first action on the merits of application 1 0/7631 57. 

Specification 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "is" should 
be between assembly and clamped. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 1-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by Active Pak 
Automation, LLC, "Dispensing Systems Your Way", 2001; Description and 
Specifications, pg. 2-1/2-2-4; Designations and functions of main machine components, 
pgs. 3-1/3-10; Operating Procedures, pgs. 5-1/5-10. 

Regarding claim 1 , Active-Pak Automation discloses a method of dispensing a 
desiccant packet to a target, comprising the steps of: 

• providing a strip of desiccant packets separated by packet webbing (the 
dispenser takes packets joined together in a continuous strip [page 2-1]) 
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• providing a desiccant dispenser including a dual tractor belt drive system for 
advancing the strip of desiccant packets through the desiccant dispenser (pinch 
roller assembly [page 2-3 and 3-1]), a clamp assembly for clamping the strip of 
desiccant packets prior to cutting (the ends of the two packet strips are clamped 
in place [page 2-3]), a cutter blade assembly for cutting a desiccant packet from 
the strip of desiccant packets (a cutter knife .... to cut the next packet from the 
strip [page 2-2]), and a position sensor for determining if the clamp assembly 
clamped on a desiccant packet instead of the packet webbing between desiccant 
packets (a proximity sensor detects when the jaw is in the clamped position 
[page 2-3]) 

• determining with the position sensor if the clamp assembly is clamped on a 
desiccant packet instead of the packet webbing between desiccant packets (a 
proximity sensor detects when the jaw is in the clamped position [page 2-3]) 

• cutting a desiccant packet from the strip of desiccant packets with the cutter 
blade assembly and dispensing the desiccant packet on the target by cutting the 
packet webbing above a desiccant packet if it is determined that the clamp 
assembly is not clamped on a desiccant packet (see paragraph 3 of page 2-2) 

• preventing the cutter blade assembly from cutting the strip of desiccant packets if 
it is determined that the clamp assembly is clamped on a desiccant packet (see 
paragraph 1 page 2-2) 
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Regarding claim 2, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 1, 
further including a fiber-optic desiccant sensor, and the method further including the 
steps of sensing with the fiber-optic sensor the webbing between desiccant packets, 
and preventing the cutter blade assembly from cutting the strip of desiccant packets if 
the webbing between desiccant packets is not sensed (see paragraph 3 page 2-2). 

Regarding claim 3, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 1 , 
further including a photoelectric sensor, and the method further including the steps of 
determining with the photoelectric sensor whether the target is below the desiccant 
dispenser, and preventing the cutter blade assembly from cutting the strip of desiccant 
packets if it is determined that target is not below the desiccant dispenser (see page 3- 

1). 

Regarding claim 4, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 1, 
wherein the cutter blade assembly includes a rotary blade with a blade portion having 
opposite angled cutting faces (see page 3-1 and 5-1). 

Regarding claim 5, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 4, 
wherein the rotary blade rotates less than 30 degrees during cutting (see page 5-1). 

Regarding claim 6, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 1 , 
further including a manual cutting length adjustment mechanism for manually adjusting 
the cutting position of the cutter blade assembly, and the method further including 
manually adjusting the cutting position of the cutter blade assembly with the manual 
cutting length adjustment mechanism (see page 5-1 ). 
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Regarding claim 7, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 1, 
wherein the dual tractor belt drive system includes a left roller assembly and a left 
tractor belt driven by the left roller assembly and a right roller assembly and a right 
tractor belt driven by the right roller assembly, the desiccant dispenser further including 
a belt roller positioning mechanism for moving both roller assemblies and tractor belts 
between an open and a closed position, and the method further including moving both 
roller assemblies and tractor belts between an open and a closed position using the belt 
roller positioning mechanism (see page 3-1). 

Regarding claim 8, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 7, 
wherein left tractor belt and right tractor belt include parallel lower portions, and the belt 
roller positioning mechanism moves both roller assemblies and tractor belts between an 
open and a closed position while maintaining the lower portions of the tractor belts 
parallel to each other (see page 3-1 ). 

Regarding claim 9, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 8, 
wherein the dual tractor belt drive system includes one or more springs that cause the 
lower portions of the tractor belts to be urged towards each other (see page 3-1 ). 

Regarding claim 10, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of dispensing a 
desiccant packet to a target, comprising the steps of: 

• providing a strip of desiccant packets separated by packet webbing (the 
dispenser takes packets joined together in a continuous strip [page 2-1]) 

• providing a desiccant dispenser including a dual tractor belt drive system for 
advancing the strip of desiccant packets through the desiccant dispenser, the 
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dual tractor belt drive system including a left roller assembly and a left tractor belt 
driven by the left roller assembly and a right roller assembly and a right tractor 
belt driven by the right roller assembly, a belt roller positioning mechanism for 
moving both roller assemblies and tractor belts between an open and a closed 
position, a clamp assembly for clamping the strip of desiccant packets prior to 
cutting, and a cutter blade assembly for cutting a desiccant packet from the strip 
of desiccant packets (see page 3-1) 

• moving both roller assemblies and tractor belts to an open position using the belt 
roller positioning mechanism and inserting the strip of desiccant packets between 
the tractor belts (see page 3-1 ) 

• moving both roller assemblies and tractor belts to a closed position using the belt 
roller positioning mechanism to maintain the strip of desiccant packets between 
the tractor belts (see page 3-1) 

• cutting a desiccant packet from the strip of desiccant packets with the cutter 
blade assembly and dispensing the desiccant packet on the target by cutting the 
packet webbing above a desiccant packet (see page 3-1) 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 10, 
wherein the left tractor belt and the right tractor belt include parallel lower portions, and 
the belt roller positioning mechanism moves both roller assemblies and tractor belts 
between an open and a closed position while maintaining the lower portions of the 
tractor belts parallel to each other (see page 3-1). 
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Regarding claim 12, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 1 1 , 
wherein the dual tractor belt drive system includes one or more springs that cause the 
lower portions of the tractor belts to be urged towards each other (see page 3-1 ). 

Regarding claim 13, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 10, 
further including a manual cutting length adjustment mechanism for manually adjusting 
the cutting position of the cutter blade assembly, and the method further including 
manually adjusting the cutting position of the cutter blade assembly with the manual 
cutting length adjustment mechanism (see page 5-1 ). 

Regarding claim 14, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of dispensing a 
desiccant packet to a target, comprising the steps of: 

• providing a strip of desiccant packets separated by packet webbing (the 
dispenser takes packets joined together in a continuous strip [page 2-1]) 

• providing a desiccant dispenser including a dual tractor belt drive system for 
advancing the strip of desiccant packets through the desiccant dispenser, a 
clamp assembly for clamping the strip of desiccant packets prior to cutting, a 
cutter blade assembly for cutting a desiccant packet from the strip of desiccant 
packets, the cutter blade assembly including a rotary blade with a blade portion 
having opposite angled cutting faces (see page 3-1 ) 

• cutting a desiccant packet from the strip of desiccant packets with the opposite 
angled cutting faces of the rotary blade of the cutter blade assembly without 
shearing the strip (see page 3-1 ) 

• dispensing the desiccant packet on the target (see page 3-1 ) 
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Regarding claim 15, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 14, 
wherein the rotary blade rotates less than 30 degrees during cutting (see page 3-1 ). 

Regarding claim 16, Active-Pak Automation discloses the method of claim 14, 
further including a manual cutting length adjustment mechanism for manually adjusting 
the cutting position of the cutter blade assembly, and the method further including 
manually adjusting the cutting position of the cutter blade assembly with the manual 
cutting length adjustment mechanism (see page 3-1). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael K. Collins whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 8970. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 1 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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